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FROM' NEW ORLEANS B9-69 

ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY, 

DALLAS, TEXAS, NOV. TWENTYTWO, SIXTYTHREE, MISCELLANEOUS - 
INFO CONCERNING, 00: DALLAS. 

RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALLS MARCH FOURTEEN INSTANT, 

AND NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE, MARCH FOURTEEN, INSTANT. 

THE NEW ORLEANS STATES-ITEM FINAL EDITION OF MARCH 
FOURTEEN, SIXTYSEVEN, CONTAINED ARTICLES SETTING FORTH THE 
ACTIVITIES AND TESTIMONY IN CONNECTION WITH THE HEARING IN 
ORLEANS PARISH CRIMINAL D^RKT £OURT^I N^ CONNJCJI^I 
THE CONSPIRACY CHARGE AGAINST CLAY L. SHAW IN THE ASSASSINA- 
TION OF PRESIDENT JOHN FITZGERALD T0 

THE STATES-ITEM THE JUDGES FILED I NTOisTMER (SIU^ROOM AT 
APPROXIMATELY TEN FORTY AM AND IMMEM^liLl_JlFJ i £fi- = 5PURT WA 
OPENED, CHARLES WARD, FIRST ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY, - 
INFORMED THE COURT THE STATE HAD FIVE WITNESSES READY TO 
TESTIFY AND IDENTIFIED THE WITNESSES AS ORLEANS PARISH 
CORONER DR. NICHOLAS J. CHETTA, DR. ESMOND A. FATTER, A 

| aa. pglQach for the cimoi] ‘- f -■ 
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i . PAGE TWO 

j PRIVATE PHYSICIAN, DETECTIVE FRANK HAYWARD OF THE NEW ORLEANS 

5 POLICE DEPARTMENT, JOHN ROWLEY, A PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE POLICE 

f BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, AND PETER SCHUSTER, AN INVESTI GATOR- 

L PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE ORLEANS PARISH CORONER'S OFFICE. THE 

l . 

DEFENSE RAISED NO OBJECTIONS TO EXPERT WITNESSES BEING 
| BROUGHT INTO THE COURT ROOM AS LONG AS THEIR TESTIMONY WAS 

v 

[ CONFINED TO EXPERT TESTIMONY. DR. CHETTA, DR. FATTER AND 

ROWLEY REMAINED IN THE COURT ROOM WHILE THE OTHERS WERE 

i 

TAXEN OUTSIDE THE COURT ROOM AFTER BEING SWORN BY JUDGE ■ 

E BAGERT NOT TO DISCUSS THE CASE. 

I PETER SCHUSTER WAS THE. FIRST STATE WITNESS AND WAS 

\ ASKED BY ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY OSER WHETHER HE PHOTO- 

11 ’ GRAPHED SCENES OF VIOLENT DEATHS FOR THE CORONER'S OFFICE, 

• 

y. 

TO WHICH HE REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. SCHUSTER TESTIFIED 
■i THAT HE TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS AT DAVID FERRIE'S APARTMENT, THREE 

THREE THREE ZERO LA. AVENUE PARKWAY, AND IDENTIFIED CERTAIN 
PICTURES WHICH HE TOOK AT DR. CHETTA'S DIRECTION, SOME AT 
THE SCENE AND SOME AT THE MORGUE ON FEB. TWENTYTWO, SIXTY 





j PAGE THREE 

\ SEVEN, THE DAY OF FERRIE’S DEATH. JOHN F. REILLY, TECHNICIAN 

! FOR THE NOPD BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION, TESTIFIED THAT HE 

i 

j HAD TAKEN PHOTOGRAPHS AT THE RESIDENCE OF DAVID FERRIE, 

l THREE THREE THREE ZERO LA. AVENUE PARKWAY, ON FEB. TWENTYTWO, 

| SIXTYSEVEN ON THE DAY OF FERRIE’S DEATH. REILLY IDENTIFIED- 

( A PHOTOGRAPH EXHIBITED TO HIM AS ONE OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS HE 

I HAD TAKEN AT THE SCENE. REILLY WAS NOT CROSS EXAMINED BY 

l 

l DEFENSE ATTORNEYS. 

| • PERRY RAYMOND RUSSO APPEARED AS A WITNESS FOR THE 

STATE, TESTIFYING THAT HE WAS TVENTYFI VE YEARS OF AGE AND 
- IS EMPLOYED AT THE EQUITABLE LIFE INSURANCE CO. RUSSO 

\ STATED HE COMPLETED HIGH SCHOOL AT MC DONOGH, ATTENDED 

I TULANE FOR TWO YEARS AND SWITCHED OVER TO LOYOLA, WHERE HE 

V- 09TAI NED A BACHELOR’S DEGREE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE. RUSSO 

\ SAI o HE HAD ALSO HAD ONE YEAR OF LAW SCHOOL. RUSSO IDENTIFIED 

i A PHOTOGRAPH OF DAVID FERRIE AND RELATED THAT HE FIRST MET 

FERRIE IN NINETEEN SIXTY AND HAD KNOWN HIM ALL THE WAY TO 
NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR. RUSSO CLAIMED HE HAD A FRIEND WHO WAS 
IN THE CIVIL AIR PATROL AND MET FERRIE THROUGH THIS FRIEND 
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PAGE FOUR 

WHEN HE ATTENDED A MEETING OF THE CIVIL AIR PATROL. RUSSO 
TESTIFIED THAT FERRIE CONDUCTED THE MEETING AND PUT ON A 
COUPLE OF DEMONSTRATIONS WHICH HAD IMPRESSED HIM. RUSSO 
TESTIFIED THAT FERRIE HAD PUT ON A DEMONSTRATION OF 
HYPNOTIC ABILITY USING SOME OF THE BOYS ATTENDING THE 
MEETING. RUSSO^ CLAIMED THAT AFTER A MATTER OF TIME HE 
MADE FERRIE ANGRY BY BREAKING UP A FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 

FERRIE AND RUSSO’S FRIEND. 

RUSSO IDENTIFIED A HALLWAY, THE LIVING ROOM, THE 
DINING ROOM AND A SECOND HALLWAY LEADING TO THE BACK ENTRANCE 
TO THE APARTMENT OF DAVID FERRIE AT THREE THREE THREE ZERO 
LA. AVENUE PARKWAY. RUSSO CLAIMED HE HAD GONE TO FERRIE’S 
HOUSE OFTEN AND THAT FERRIE HAD VISTED HIS HOUSE ON MANY 
OCCASIONS IN NINETEEN SIXTYSIX AND NINETEEN SIXTYTWO. 

RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT DURING THE SUMMER OF SIXTYTHREE, 

FERRIE HAD VISITED HIS HOME LATE AT NIGHT ON SEVERAL 
"OCCASIONS AND CLAIMED THAT FERRIE HAD GIVEfJ HIM "AN OPEN 
BOOK" INVITATION TO COME TH HIS HOUSE AT ^Y TIME. 
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PAGE FIVE 

RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT DURING SEPT. AND THE MONTH BEFORE 
FERRIE SHOVED HIM THAT HE WAS OBSESSED WITH KENNEDY. HE 
TESTIFIED THAT AROUND THE MIDDLE OF SEPT. HE HAD AN OCCASION 
TO GO TO FERRIE’S HOUSE AND WHEN HE WALKED IN THERE SEEMED 
TO BE SOME SORT OF PARTY IN PROGRESS. RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT 
ABOUT TEN PERSONS WERE SITTING AROUND DRINKING. AFTER A 
WHILE THERE WERE ONLY FOUR PERSONS LEFT IN FERRIE’S APARTMENT 
AND HE, RUSSO HAD WAITED AROUND BECAUSE HE DID NOT HAVE A 
RIDE HOME. HE IDENTIFIED THE OTHER THREE PERSONS AS FERRIE, 

A PERSON HE HAD SEEN SEVERAL TIMES KNOWN TO HIM AS LEON 
OSWALD, AND A THIRD PERSON, CLEM BERTRAND. RUSSO WAS ASKED 
BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY GARRISON WHETHER OR NOT HE SAW THE 
MAN HE KNEW AS BERTRAND IN THE COURT ROOM AND RUSSO REPLIED 
IN THE AFFIRMATIVE AND POINTED TO THE DEFENDANT CLAY SHAW. 

/RUSSO THEN IDENTIFIED PICTURES OF LEE HARVEY OSWALD 
AS THE INDIVIDUAL KNOWN TO HIM AS LEON OSWALD. IN DESCRIBING 
} THE CONVERSATION THAT WENT ON IN THE ROOM, RUSSO TESTIFIED 

! . THAT DAVE FERRIE BEGAN THE CONVERSATION PACING BACK AND 

FORTH AS HE TALXED. RUSSO SAID FERRIE STRESSED "DIVERSIFICA- 
TION" IN A PLOT TO KILL THE PRESIDENT. RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT 
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PAGE SIX 

i'\ . FERRIE USED THREE FINGERS OF HIS HAND TO STRESS THAT 

\\ THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE A MINIMUM OF THREE PEOPLE INVOLVED, 

TWO OF THE PERSONS WOULD SHOOT DIVERSIONARY SHOTS AND THE 
j THIRD WOULD SHOOT THE "GOOD SHOT".j FERRIE ALSO WAS REPORTED 

| to HAVE SAID THAT ONE OF THE THREE WOULD HAVE TO BE THE 

• > 

L "SCAPE GOAT". 

. t- 

END PAGE SIX 
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PAGE SEVEN 
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RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT FERRIE TALKED ABOUT GUNS AND 
THE AVAILABILITY OF EXITS FROM THE ASSASSINATION SCENE. RUSSO 
SAID THAT THE SACRIFICE MAN WOULD GIVE JUST ENOUGH TIME FOR THE 
OTHER ONE OR TWO PEOPLE INVOLVED TO ESCAPE. 

RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT FERRIE WAS A PILOT AND THAT FERRIE 
SAID THEY COULD EITHER GO TO MEXICO OR THEY COULD FLY DIRECTLY TO 



CUBA AND FERRIE TALKED ABOUT THE RISKS OF FLYING TO CUBA. 

RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT BERTRAND ALLOWED THAT ONCE THE SHOT 
WAS FIRED THE WORLD WOULD KNOW AND THE ASSASSINS WOULD NOT BE ABLE 
TO GET OUT. RUSSO TESTIFIED THAT IN THE DISCUSSION ABOUT ESCAPE 
IT WAS DECIDED THAT "MR. FERRIE, MR. OSWALD AND MR. BERTRAND WOULD 
BE IN THE PUBLIC EYE". RUSSO SAID THAT DAVID FERRIE SAID SOMETHING 
ABOUT MAKING A SPEECH AT SOUTHEASTERN AND QUOTED BERTRAND AS SAYING 
THAT "IF THIS IS THE ALTERNATIVE HE WOULD GO ON A BUSINESS TRIP' FOR 
HIS COMPANY". RUSSO ALSO TESTIFIED THAT BERTRAND HAD SAID HE WOULD 
GO TO THE WEST COAST. 

RUSSO WAS ASKED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY GARRISON TO STEP 
END PAGE SEVEN 
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PAGE EIGHT 

FROM THE WITNESS STAND AND IDENTIFY THE MAN HE KNEW AS BERTRAND 
AND RUSSO WALKED BEHIND DEFENDANT CLAY SHAW AND PLACED HIS HAND 
OVER SHAW’S HEAD. AT THIS POINT JUDGE BAGERT RECESSED THE COURT. 

RUSSO WAS AGAIN ON THE STAND IN THE AFTERNOON SESSION 
UNDER QUESTIONING BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY GARRISON. RUSSO TESTIFIED 
TH^IRST TIME HE SAW OSWALD IN FERRIE’S APARTMENT, OSWALD WAS POLISHING 
A RIFLE. DISTRICT ATTORNEY GARRISON SHOWED RUSSO A RIFLE AND 
ASKED IF IT WAS THE SAME ONE. RUSSO SAID IT LOOKED LIKE IT 
EXCEPT THAT THE TELESCOPIC SITE ON THE RIFLE IN THE COURTROOM WAS 

LARGER. 

WDSU RADIO REPORTED HEARING CONTINUED UNTIL TEN A.M., 

WRCH FIFTEEN, WHEN DEFENSE ATTORNEYS FILED MOTIONS FOR SUBPOENA 
OF RECORDS REGARDING RUSSO FROM TULANE UNIVERSITY, LOYOLA UNIVERSITY 

AND EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY. 

THIS SAME ISSUE /oF THE NEW ORLEANS STATES ITEM CONTAINED 
ARTICLE ON RUSSO IDENTIFYING HIM AS A TVENTYFIVE YEAR OLD INSURANCE 
AGENT FROM BATON ROUGE AND A FORMER STUDENT AT LOYOLA UNIVERSITY, 

END PAGE EIGHT 
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t PAGE NI NE 

WO IS A REPUBLICAN AND A SPORTS ENTHUSIAST. RUSSO’S PARENTS LIVE 
| IN NEW ORLEANS AT FOUR SIX ZERO SEVEN ELYS1AN FIELDS AND RUSSO 

IS EMPLOYED BY THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY, BATON ROUGE. 

| RUSSO IS A NINETEEN FIFTYNINE GRADUATE OF MCDONOUGH SENIOR HIGH 

1 SCHOOL AND REPORTEDLY COACHED "THE YOUNG REPUBLICANS" A BASEBALL 

[ • TEAM WHICH HE FORMED AND MANAGED TO HAVE SPONSORED BY THE NEW 

) 1 ORLEANS REPUBLICAN ORGANIZATION. RUSSO WAS ACTIVE IN CAMPAIGNING FOR 

BARRY GOLDWATER FOR PRESIDENT IN NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR. RUSSO WAS A TULANE 
] UNIVERSITY STUDENT AT ONE TIME BUT TRANSFERRED TO LOYOLA AND 

j GRADUATED IN NINETEEN SIXTY FOUR. 

} NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS CONCERNING HEARING, ORLEANS PARISH 

DISTRICT COURT, BEING FORWARDED UNDER SEPARATE COVER BY AIRTEL. 

1 

END 
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